
 
 

1) Following Jesus - Luke 3:1-14 - Have I Truly 
Repented? 

 
The ministry of John the baptist shows us that we cannot even begin to talk about following Jesus until we truly 
repent, to turn away, from myself. Have I truly done that? Do I even see that I need to? 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this everyone week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share about 
what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to pray for?  How 
have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play?  How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, have 
come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are  your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. After you have read through verse 6, which part of John's message did you, or do you, need to realize the 
most-the message that forgiveness is available to everyone or the message that repentance is needed by 
everyone? Why? 
 
4. What would your honest reaction be if you were in the crowd and heard verse 7? What about verses 8-9? 
 
5. After reading verses 10-14, what does your bank account and transactions, and the way you use or spend 
your resources say about you? Does your life show that you have repented (turned away) from YOU or not? 
 



6. Which of the following best describes you right now: 1. I'm living my life traveling in my own direction on my 
own (It's all me) 2. I'm living my life, but I have Jesus with me and he even influences my decisions (It's Jesus 
and me) 3. I have turned away from me altogether, and am following Jesus INSTEAD of me (It's all Jesus) 
 
7. What has this passage taught you?  What is that one thing you don't want to forget? 
 
 

2) Following Jesus - Luke 3:15-22 - Is Repentance 
Enough? 
 
John the Baptist continues his ministry of preparing people for Jesus as he speaks of what Jesus will bring to 
our lives that his baptism couldn't do. John just baptized with water, but Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this everyone week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share about 
what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to pray for?  How 
have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play?  How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, have 
come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are  your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. According to verses 15-16, why is Jesus so much superior to John? 
 
4. Let's talk about the Holy Spirit first. What do you know about the Holy Spirit and how He works in the lives of 
believers? (After sharing, check out Ezekiel 36:25, Titus 3:3-7, John 14:12,16,26, John 16:7, Acts 1:8, 
Galatians 5:22, Romans 8:9-16 and discuss what these passages say about the work of the Holy Spirit)  
 
5. Now let's talk about fire. What do you know about how God refines believers with fire and how that works in 
the lives of believers? (after sharing, check out Malachi 3:1-4, Zechariah 13:8-9, Isaiah 48:10, Hosea 6:1, 
Psalm 66:10-12, 1 Peter 1:6-7 and discuss what these passages say about how God refines and why) 
 
6. Read verses 17-18. How have you personally seen the Holy Spirit work in an area of your life to make you 
able to follow Jesus more fully? How have you personally seen fire being used in your life to burn away the 
chaff (you) so only wheat (Jesus) is left? 
 
7. What has this passage taught you?  What is that one thing you don't want to forget? 
 
 

 
 
 



3) Following Jesus - Luke 3:23-38 - Jesus: The 
Example of True Humanity 
 
While Matthew's genealogy shows the royal heritage of Jesus, Luke's genealogy goes all the way back to 
Adam emphasizing His humanity. Jesus was fully God, fully man, but chose not to operate as God. Not only is 
Jesus a man, but He's more human than we are - and that has huge implications for how we follow Him. 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this everyone week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share about 
what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play. Who comes to mind for us to pray for? How 
have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play? How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, have 
come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are  your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. In what ways is Luke's genealogy different than Matthew's? What is Luke trying to show us about Jesus? 
 
4. Jesus was thirty when He started his ministry. He had an ordinary job and experienced loss like we do. It is it 
hard for you to imagine Jesus being human like we are? 
 
5. Read Acts 10:38. How did Jesus perform miracles? What purpose did they serve? Were they to show that 
Jesus was divine?  
 
6. How is sin connected to being human? Does sinning make us more or less human? Read Hebrews 2:14-17. 
Do you believe that Jesus became like us in every way?  
 
7. What has this passage taught you?  What is that one thing you don't want to forget? 
  



4) Following Jesus - Luke 4:1-13 - Following Jesus 
Through Temptation 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this everyone week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share about 
what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to pray for?  How 
have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play?  How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, have 
come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are  your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. What are your thoughts about Hebrews 2:17-18 and Hebrews 4:15-16? 
 
4. In verses 1-2 (compare with Matthew 4:1), what do you think about the Spirit leading Jesus into a place to be 
tempted? Why would He do that?  
 
5. In verse 3-12, go through each temptation? How was Jesus being tempted?Why would it be so tempting for 
Jesus to sin in each case? How did Jesus walk in victory? 
 
6. How have you been tempted to leave the will of God in order to get what you feel like you need, want, or 
desire at times? How have you been tempted to leave serving God alone when to do so would be very difficult 
to do? How have you been tempted to make decisions because you weren't sure God was still involved in your 
life? 
 
7. How does really BELIEVING what God says in His Word make a difference in how we respond to 
temptation? 
 
8. What has this passage taught you?  What is that one thing you don't want to forget? 
 
  



5) Following Jesus - Luke 4:14-21 - The Mission of 
Jesus 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. Do something like this every week! Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share what God 

has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to pray for?  How have 
you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, and play?  How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, 
have come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 

 
2. Read Luke 4:14-21. What stands out to you? What challenges you? What encourages you? Is there 
anything you might have questions about? 
 
3. Here we see Jesus telling his hometown what he is all about, the purpose or mission of his life and newly 
started ministry. What is his purpose or mission? 
 
4. We frequently call the mission of Jesus the “gospel”. We talked this week about how understanding sin is the 
first step in understanding how Jesus deals with sin? What is sin? What does it do? If you would like to use the 
“4 things” about sin here they are. 

1. Everyone has sin in their life (Romans 3:23) 
2. Sin is our master we are its slave (John 8:34, Romans 6:6) 
3. Sin gives us only one thing, death (Romans 6:23, James 1:15) 
4. There is nothing we can do about (Ephesians 2:1-8) 

 
5. Now how did Jesus deal with sin? We talked about Jesus being our substitute (taking our place) and ransom 
(paying our penalty). He did this by doing three things! Have fun talking about how Jesus dealt with and 
defeated sin. 

1. Jesus lived the life we couldn’t live 
2. Jesus died the death we should have died 
3. Jesus gave us a new life we did not deserve 

  
6. As we follow Jesus it's our job to remember that Jesus fixed our sin problem! It is also our job to proclaim to 
others how he has done that in our lives! Take some time as a group to share what Jesus has done for you! 
 
7. What is one thing you want to remember from this week? Who is one person you can share that one thing 
with?  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  



6) Following Jesus - Luke 4:22-43 - The Ministry of 
Jesus 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this everyone week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share about 
what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to pray for?  How 
have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play?  How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, have 
come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are  your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. In verses 22-23, it looks like those in Nazareth were wondering if Jesus was legitimate. So they wanted Him 
to do all the miracles for them that they heard he had done elsewhere. Can you relate? Have you ever had 
times where you have seen Jesus do a work with or for someone else, and then you just wanted Him to do that 
kind of work in your life too? 
 
4. In verses 24-28, how does Jesus answer them? Why do they respond the way they do? What do you think 
about the idea that God may not minister to everyone in the same way or passes up people who could use the 
healing (like even yourself) and just meets that need in someone else (who is not you)? In what ways does 
your trust that God knows what He is doing help or hinder you at those times? 
 
5. In verses 31-41, we see Jesus is also called to serve where God wants Him to serve, but not necessarily 
everywhere, all the time, with everyone. But it also looks like Jesus was willing to serve anyone (even a demon 
possessed man), anywhere (even in a private place, not just in the public), and at any time (even all night long). 
How has God wanted to use you to minister to others anywhere, at anytime, with anyone? What do you think 
about having this kind of attitude? 
 
6. In verses 42-44, with all this ministry going on, what does Jesus concentrate on? What do you think about 
the idea that ministry doesn't matter unless there is the message of the Gospel with it? 
 
7. What has this passage taught you?  What is that one thing you don't want to forget? 

 
  



7) Following Jesus - Luke 5:1-11 - What Kind of People 
Is Jesus Looking For? 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this everyone week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share 
about what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to 
pray for?  How have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play?  How have 
you seen God working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What 
opportunities, if any, have come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing 
Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are  your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. In verses 1-3, describe what is happening here. What observations do you have so far? 
 
4. In verses 4-9, what do we learn about Simon (and his friends)? What kind of person is Simon? How do 
you or don't you relate to Simon? 
 
5. In verses 10-11, what do we learn about Jesus and the kind of people He is looking for to follow Him? 
 
6. What do you think of the statement, "Jesus isn't looking for perfect people. He is looking for humble, 
willing people."  
 
7. What is the plan Jesus has for people who follow Him? What is the plan of Jesus for you? 
 
8. How are you like or not like Simon and his friends? 
 
9. What has this passage taught you?  What is that one thing you don't want to forget? 

  



8) Following Jesus - Luke 5:12-26 - The Authority to 
Forgive 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this everyone week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share about 
what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to pray for?  How 
have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play?  How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, have 
come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are  your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. In verse 2, it shows what a blessed man does do instead. In your own words, what does he do instead? 
What does it mean to "delight" in the law of the Lord.  What does it mean to "meditate" on it? 
 
4. What are the parallels between leprosy and sin in our lives?   
 
5. How does the faith of the 4 friends show us the importance of bringing people to Jesus? 
 
6. Discuss how Jesus doesn’t always meet our temporal needs, but always meets our eternal 
needs.  
 
7. What do you think was the most extraordinary thing that happened that day? Why do you say 
that? 
 
8. What has this passage taught you?  What is that one thing you don't want to forget? 

 
  



9) Following Jesus - Luke 5:27-32 - Eating With 
Sinners 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this everyone week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share about 
what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to pray for?  How 
have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play?  How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, have 
come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are  your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. In verse 27, what is so significant about Jesus asking a tax collector to follow Him? 
 
4. In verse 28, what is so significant about what Levi does? What does this and Luke 5:11 say about what it 
looks like to place our faith in Jesus? 
 
5. In verses 29-30 (also read Matthew 9:10 and Mark 2;15 for more info), describe what is happening here? 
How would you be feeling and what would you be thinking if you were one of the disciples here? 
 
6. In verse 31-32, what is significant about the answer Jesus gives to the religious leaders? How does 
changing our view of sinners from being the sickness to having a sickness change how we would deal with 
sinners? 
 
7. What do you think of the idea that everything that the worst sinner is in our lives is exactly who we are 
without Jesus? 
 
8. What has this passage taught you?  What is that one thing you don't want to forget? 

 
  



10) Following Jesus - Luke 5:33-6:11 - New Wine Skins 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this everyone week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share about 
what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to pray for?  How 
have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play?  How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, have 
come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are  your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. Read the passage again together. What observations and questions do you have? 
 
4. Let's concentrate on 5:36-39. If Jesus is the new garment and the new wine, and the religious leaders 
worldview, traditions, and principles are the old garment and the old wineskins... then what is Jesus saying 
here? 
 
5. What old garment or old wineskin have you had a hard time throwing away in order to accept the way Jesus 
sees things? 
 
6. The religious leaders had rules that would justify them not serving others at certain times. Be honest, what 
are some "rules" you have that prevent you from truly loving and serving certain people (like those that view 
you as an enemy, etc.)? Be honest about people (or kinds of people) you feel are exceptions to serve and be a 
blessing too. How does your worldview need to change? 
 
7. What has this passage taught you?  What is that one thing you don't want to forget? 

  



11) Following Jesus - Luke 6:12-16 - The People Jesus 
Chooses 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this everyone week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share about 
what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to pray for?  How 
have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play?  How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, have 
come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are  your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. Go through each name on this list and share what you know about any "weakness" that any of these guys 
had. 
 
4. Why would Jesus choose guys like these? 
 
5. Now share anything you know about the "strengths" or accomplishments any of these guys had for the 
church. How could they have accomplished so much, knowing their weaknesses? 
 
6. How have you seen Jesus give you ministry opportunities in you life that you might have felt you weren't 
ready for? How have you seen God use you or place you in ministry that you never thought could happen? 
 
7. Why did Jesus choose Judas Iscariot? What do you learn about Jesus from this choice? 
 
8. What has this passage taught you?  What is that one thing you don't want to forget? 

  



12) Following Jesus - Luke 6:17-26 - With The Future 
In Mind 
 
Questions 
  
1.    If anyone has any stories of sharing or showing Jesus where they live work learn or play now is a great time to 
share them. 
  
2.    Please read Luke 6:17-26. What are some of the truths you see God communicating through this scripture? 
What stands out to you? What challenges you? What might you have questions about? 
  
3.    When you think about eternity what comes to mind?  How does eternity shape or direct your goals, ambitions, 
and motivations? 
  
4.    How does Jesus seek to encourage and motivate his disciples by giving them a perspective that is focused on 
eternity? 
  
5.    What are some of the less necessary “living for now” things in your life that could be positively affected by a 
perspective that in eternal? Are you anxious or worried? Are you preoccupied with wealth or materialism? Are you 
looking for meaning in others opinion of you? 
  
6.    How does your upstanding of eternity motivate you to share the gospel with urgency? 
  
7.    What is one thing you want to remember from this week? What is one way you can put that into action this 
week? Who is one person you can share that one thing with? 
 
 
Other Scripture References: 
 
Psalm 16 
Psalm 73 
1 John 2:15 
Romans 8:18 
1 Peter 2:21 
  



13) Following Jesus - Luke 6:27-38 - Selfless Living 

 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this every week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share about 
what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to pray for?  How 
have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play?  How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, have 
come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. Read verses 27-31. Which one of these commands is the hardest for you to accept? Why? 
 
4. Read verses 32-35. We can live for now and probably get some reward now. But what happens if we expect 
nothing in return? How might your life look different if you actually lived this way? 
 
5. Read verses 35-36. We are inclined to cut toxic people out of our life, but God didn't do that to us. He 
showed us mercy. Do you believe that you have hurt God more than anyone has ever hurt you? 
 
6. Read verse 37. Trying to love someone without forgiving them is like trying to push a car instead of driving it. 
Where do we get the power we need to love those who hate us? 
 
7. Read verse 38. Are you loving people cautiously or are you loving in great measure? Do you really believe 
the eternal reward is worth it? 
 
8. Who is one person that you want to love this week? Begin praying that your kindness will help lead them to 
repentance. 

 
  



14) Following Jesus - Luke 6:39-49 - The Domino 
Effect 
 
Questions (use some, none, or all to facilitate a discussion with your group): 
 
1. (Do something like this everyone week) Before we get into sermon discussion questions, let's share about 
what God has been doing where we live, work, learn, and/or play.  Who comes to mind for us to pray for?  How 
have you seen God working with a neighbor where you live, work, learn, play?  How have you seen God 
working with you as you think about showing and sharing Jesus with others? What opportunities, if any, have 
come up lately where you have been able to join God in showing and sharing Jesus with someone? 
 
2. What are  your own observations, lessons, or questions you have after hearing the sermon this week? 
 
3. In verses 39-42, it looks like Jesus doesn't tell us to influence, or disciple other people. He tells us how we 
can influence others in the right way. What is the secret to discipling others in our home, at work, in our 
neighborhoods? 
 
4. Look again at verses 41-42. Some people say that we should be concentrating on our own lives and stay out 
of the lives of others. Do these verses say that? If not, what is this saying? 
 
5. In verses 43-46, it looks like there is something else besides our own behavior that we need to be 
concentrating on... that how we live our lives is a reflection of our "heart". How doe we address the real issue of 
the heart (Check out Matt. 6:19; Romans 2:29; Ezekiel 36:25)? 
 
6.In verses 47-49, some would say that if I do what Jesus tells me to do, then I am building a good foundation, 
but actually, it looks like the one who does what Jesus says is just showing that he has built his house (his life) 
on a good foundation. So, what is this foundation the passage is talking about (Check out John 7:38-39; John 
14:15; John 15:5)? How can we live the life Jesus has called us to live? 
 
7. Discuss what you think of the following definition of a true disciple of Jesus: A disciple is someone who has 
given Jesus their life... in order to become like Jesus... in order to help others give their lives to Jesus and 
become more like Jesus... 
 
8. What has this passage taught you?  What is that one thing you don't want to forget? 

 


